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Abstract: This research examines the media coverage of political defection and its effects on 

the stability of Nigeria's democracy, focusing on its influence on governance. Political 

defection in Nigeria is a prevalent phenomenon influenced by the country's volatile political 

climate, where motivations often center around the pursuit of relevance, economic gains, and 

personal ambition rather than ideological fidelity. Such defections can disrupt the balance of 

power, leading to significant ramifications for governance. The media serves a critical function 

in informing the public and advocating for political accountability; however, its coverage can 

be marred by bias, oversimplification, and information overload, which complicates the 

public's understanding of these complex dynamics. This study underscores the need for a 

nuanced analysis of how media narratives shape public perception of political defection and 

the resulting implications for democratic stability. It highlights the transactional nature of 

Nigerian politics, where party stability is often compromised by opportunistic behaviors. 

Moreover, the ethical challenges faced by the media in accurately representing these events 

are explored, emphasizing the importance of responsible journalism in fostering an informed 

electorate. The findings suggest that enhanced media literacy and ethical reporting practices 

are vital for cultivating a more resilient political landscape in Nigeria, ultimately supporting 

the ideals of democracy and good governance. Addressing the issues of bias and accuracy in 

media reporting is imperative for ensuring the public remains well-informed about the 

implications of political defection on governance and democracy. 
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Introduction 

The stability of Nigeria's democracy is a complex interplay of various factors, with 

political defection emerging as a significant phenomenon influencing governance and 

public perception. Political defection, the act where politicians switch allegiance from one 

political party or coalition to another, has been a recurring event in Nigeria's political 

landscape, particularly following the return to civilian rule in 1999. This practice raises 

concerns regarding its effects on democratic stability, governance, and the overall 

political culture of the nation. Recent media coverage has played a crucial role in shaping 

public understanding of political defection and its implications for governance. 

In recent years, media outlets in Nigeria have scrutinized the motives and consequences 

of defections, often portraying them as symptomatic of deeper issues within the political 

system. The decisions to defect are often driven by a complex mix of personal ambition, 

political expediency, and the pressures of electoral dynamics. Notably, the allure of 

power, financial incentives, and the quest for political survival often motivate politicians 

to defect, leading to significant shifts in party dynamics and alliances (Akanji, 2021). Such 

defections can occur at critical times, such as during election cycles, where they can 

dramatically reshape the balance of power and consequently impact governance and 

policy implementation (Ogunbameru, 2022). The media's portrayal of these defections 

can either reinforce or challenge public perceptions of political integrity and 

accountability, thus influencing the normative and ethical framework of Nigeria's 

democracy. 

The ramifications of political defections contribute to a heightened sense of instability 

within the political arena, complicating governance and undermining the coherence of 

policy agendas. Scholars argue that when elected officials switch parties, they often 

undermine the electoral mandate that brought them into office, leading to widespread 

disillusionment among voters (Ajayi & Owolabi, 2020). This disconnect between voters 

and their representatives exacerbates challenges in democratic governance, as it raises 

questions about the legitimacy of elected officials and their commitment to democratic 

principles (Olowofela, 2023). When citizens perceive their representatives as 

opportunistic actors motivated primarily by self-interest, this perception erodes public 

trust in democratic institutions and further alienates the electorate. 

Media coverage becomes pivotal in framing the narrative around political defections, 

often reflecting broader socio-political dynamics. The framing of defections frequently 

intertwines with ethnic and regional considerations that significantly influence political 

loyalties in Nigeria (Nwankwo, 2023). Media narratives can either elucidate the 

complexities of political maneuverability in a diverse society or criticize defections as acts 

of betrayal against constituents. This tension between contrasting narratives highlights 

the role of the media as a critical platform for political discourse and debate, shaping 
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public sentiment around both defections and governance (Ogunleye, 2021). Furthermore, 

the media's role as a watchdog can be instrumental in holding political actors 

accountable, thus impacting the overall governance environment by fostering 

transparency and discouraging corruption. 

The implications of media coverage on political defections extend beyond immediate 

perceptions, influencing longer-term political behaviors and electoral patterns. For 

instance, the sensationalized reporting of defections can either deter politicians from 

defecting due to fear of public backlash or encourage further instability as politicians 

capitalize on shifting public narratives in their favor. This duality in media influence 

underscores the need for a nuanced understanding of how media coverage interacts with 

political dynamics. In an era characterized by rapid information dissemination, the speed 

and nature of media reporting can amplify the consequences of political defections, 

making it essential to study the relationship between media narratives and political 

actions. 

Moreover, political defections often carry not only implications for party dynamics but 

also for governance directly. When political alignments shift, the coalition's effectiveness 

in implementing policies may diminish, leading to governance challenges (Akanji et al., 

2021). The resulting instability can hinder crucial legislative processes, impact public 

service delivery, and obstruct the execution of vital democratic functions. Consequently, 

the governance framework becomes susceptible to the whims of individuals prioritizing 

their political survival over the collective interest of the electorate. 

 

Literature Reviews   

Political Defection and Democratic Stability 

Political defections in Nigeria have been seen as a destabilizing force within its 

democracy. According to Ojo (2021), political defection often leads to party 

fragmentation, weakening the political systems stability and eroding public trust in 

democratic institutions. The media plays a crucial role in framing these defections, 

influencing public perception of political loyalty and integrity (Ojo, 2021). 

 

Media Narratives and Political Legitimacy 

The media's portrayal of political defections has significant implications for public 

perception and political legitimacy in Nigeria. Omotola (2022) argues that sensationalist 

media narratives can amplify the effects of defection, painting politicians as opportunists 

and further polarizing public opinion against political parties involved in defection 

(Omotola, 2022). This dynamic can undermine democratic governance by creating a 

fractured political landscape. 
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The Relationship between Media Coverage and Governance 

Research by Adeyemo et al. (2023) indicates that enhanced media scrutiny on political 

defections correlates with a decline in governance quality in Nigeria. They argue that 

when the media emphasizes the shameful aspects of defection, it detracts from essential 

governance issues, such as accountability and service delivery (Adeyemo et al., 2023).  

 

Political Defections and Public Trust 

A study by Nwosu (2024) highlights the intricate relationship between political defections 

and public trust in governance. His analysis reveals that media framing of defectors as 

traitors contributes to a general disillusionment with the political system, further 

impacting citizens' trust in governance (Nwosu, 2024). Effective media engagement is 

therefore critical for rebuilding this trust. 

 

The Impact of Social Media 

In the context of Nigeria, social media serves as a critical platform for discussing political 

defections. Oladipo (2023) examines how social media platforms amplify media coverage, 

often fostering echo chambers that exaggerate political cleavages and defection issues. 

This, in turn, can incite political instability and affect governance dynamics (Oladipo, 

2023). 

 

Comparative Analysis of Political Defection 

A comparative analysis by Ibrahim (2020) evaluates political defections across West 

African democracies, emphasizing the role of the media in Nigeria. He concludes that the 

unique media landscape in Nigeria exacerbates the effects of defections by 

sensationalizing political crises, therefore affecting governance stability significantly 

(Ibrahim, 2020). 

 

Recommendations for Media Practice 

In light of the negative effects of political defection coverage, Oyediran (2025) advocates 

for responsible journalism that promotes balanced narratives. He suggests that the media 

should focus not only on the drama of defections but also on the implications for 

democratic governance and stability (Oyediran, 2025). 

 

Theoretical Framework  

Media Framing Theory 

The Media Framing Theory posits that the way information is presented in the media can 

significantly influence public perception and understanding of political events. This 

framework is essential for analyzing how media coverage of political defections affects 
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citizens perceptions of the stability and legitimacy of Nigeria's democracy. By framing 

political defections in specific ways such as emphasizing betrayal, instability, or 

opportunism the media can shape the public's interpretation of these events and their 

implications for governance. 

The focus on framing helps to understand whether media coverage promotes a view of 

political defections as a destabilizing force undermining democracy or as a necessary 

evolution in the political landscape that can lead to reforms and better governance 

(Entman, 1993). Through this lens, the role of the media becomes crucial in either 

mitigating or exacerbating political tensions arising from defections. 

 

Democratic Governance Theory 

The Democratic Governance Theory emphasizes the mechanisms through which 

democratic institutions respond to political changes and challenges, including defections. 

This framework focuses on the interplay between democratic processes, political culture, 

and governance outcomes. In the context of Nigeria, this theory can help analyze how 

political defections impact governance stability, public trust in political institutions, and 

citizen engagement in the democratic process (Cornelius & Wood, 2002). 

Understanding the effects of political defections on governance requires exploring how 

media coverage influences public discourse around political legitimacy and 

accountability. This approach allows for assessing whether defections are viewed as 

threats to democracy or as opportunities for political renewal and better governance, thus 

contributing to a more informed and engaged citizenry. 

 

Definition of Political Defection 

Political defection refers to the act of an elected official or political representative 

abandoning their political party or coalition to join another political party or independent 

group. This behavior often emerges from various motivations, including shifts in 

ideology, personal ambition, or strategic repositioning ahead of elections (Ogunbameru, 

2022). Defection can significantly influence the political landscape, potentially altering 

party dynamics, governance structures, and voter allegiance (Olowofela, 2023).  

In contemporary political discourse, defection is often viewed through the lens of 

opportunism, where politicians are perceived to prioritize personal gain over party loyalty 

or the interests of their constituents (Ajayi & Owolabi, 2020). As such, political defection 

raises significant concerns regarding democratic integrity and accountability, as it can 

undermine the electoral mandate that brought representatives to power in the first place 

(Nwankwo, 2023). Moreover, defections can destabilize existing coalitions and lead to 

governance uncertainties, particularly in multi-party systems like Nigeria (Akanji, 2021). 
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Historical Context of Political Defection in Nigeria 

Political defection in Nigeria has a complex history shaped by its dynamic political 

landscape, characterized by changing party loyalties and alliances. Significant instances of 

defection have highlighted the fluid nature of Nigerian politics. 

One prominent case was the mass defection of members from the People's Democratic 

Party (PDP) to the All Progressives Congress (APC) in 2020. This shift underscored the 

ongoing struggles for political relevance and power among Nigeria's leading political 

parties. Political actors often switch allegiances to align themselves with the ruling party, 

which they perceive as having greater chances of retaining power (Saliu et al., 2021). 

Additionally, the defections have been fueled by economic factors and the quest for 

political patronage. Many politicians leave their former parties seeking better 

opportunities and more substantial influence within the political system (Okunola, 2023). 

In this context, defections are not just individual decisions but reflect broader socio-

economic challenges and the desire for survival within a competitive political arena. 

Between 2022 and 2023, a wave of defections occurred ahead of the general elections, 

further revealing the transactional nature of Nigerian politics. Politicians frequently 

switched parties in response to electoral calculations and personal ambitions, often 

without ideological commitment (Omokri, 2023). This trend continued into 2025, thereby 

undermining the stability of political parties and contributing to the perception of 

political opportunism among voters (Uche, 2024). 

The implications of these defections go beyond individual careers, as they can shift the 

balance of power within the National Assembly and influence governance. Thus, political 

defection in Nigeria remains a significant phenomenon that reflects the changing 

dynamics of power, ideology, and patronage in the country's political arena. 

 

Evolution of political parties and defection  

The evolution of political parties often reflects changing social, economic, and cultural 

dynamics within a society. In recent years, numerous political parties around the world 

have witnessed significant transformations, largely influenced by the rise of populism, 

social media, and shifting voter priorities. Defection, the act of leaving a political party to 

join another, plays a crucial role in this evolution, affecting party cohesion and electoral 

outcomes. 

One notable trend is the fragmentation of traditional party systems. For example, in 

many democracies, the allure of smaller, new parties has led to significant defections 

from established parties, as voters seek alternatives that resonate more closely with their 

values (Elder, 2021). Additionally, the impact of social movements, especially those 

advocating for climate action and social justice, has prompted some members of 

traditional parties to defect, further altering the political landscape (Smith & Jones, 2023). 
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As political parties continue to adapt to these changing circumstances, the implications 

for governance and democracy remain significant. The increasing prevalence of 

defections could lead to more coalition governments but might also undermine party 

loyalty and voter engagement over time (Lee, 2022). 

 

Key Historical Moments of Political Defection in Nigeria 

1. Mass Defections from APC to PDP (2021) 

In June 2021, several lawmakers, including prominent figures from the APC, defected to 

the PDP, highlighting discontent with party leadership and governance issues. This mass 

movement signaled a potential shift in political power dynamics within the country 

(Abuja, 2021). 

 

2. Defections from APC in Ekiti and Ogun States (2022)   

In January 2022, key political figures, including state representatives, switched from the 

APC to the PDP due to disagreements regarding party primaries and candidate selections. 

This reflected the growing disillusionment among party members (Nwankwo, 2022). 

 

3. Pre-Election Party Realignments (2023)   

The lead-up to the 2023 general elections saw numerous defections as politicians from 

both APC and PDP sought to join emerging parties and coalitions. This realignment was 

driven by ambitions for political survival and the desire for more favorable electoral 

conditions (Obinna, 2023). 

 

4. Post-Election Party Shifts (2023)   

After the 2023 elections concluded, significant defections occurred, as some politicians 

sought new affiliations to enhance their political influence following unexpected election 

results. This included governors and legislators moving to parties they believed had better 

prospects (Ibrahim, 2023). 

 

5. Governor Defections Impacting Local Elections (2024)   

As the 2024 local elections approached, notable defection trends emerged, with several 

governors leaving their parties to either join rival factions or newly formed political 

entities. This trend significantly affected the political landscape, reshaping electoral 

strategies (Okeke, 2024). 

6. Formation of New Alliances (2025)   

By early 2025, the political landscape was marked by ongoing defections and the 

formation of new coalitions among politicians from various parties. This was part of a 
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strategic maneuver to consolidate power and enhance electoral competitiveness ahead of 

the next national elections (Adams, 2025). 

 

The Media's Role in Defect Transition 

The role of the media during the transition from defect-based governance to a more 

democratic system in Nigeria has been significant. This transition is characterized by an 

evolving landscape shaped by political changes, increased public awareness, and a 

demand for accountability from government officials.  

 

1. Informing the Public:  

The media serves as a crucial conduit of information, educating citizens about their rights 

and the complexities of governance. By disseminating information regarding political 

processes and electoral activities, the media empowers citizens to engage in democratic 

practices (Adebayo, 2022). 

 

2. Advocacy and Accountability:  

The media functions as a watchdog, holding public officials accountable through 

investigative journalism and critical reporting. This has been particularly important in 

Nigeria's political context, where corruption and malpractice are prevalent (Okoro, 2021). 

 

3. Facilitating Dialogue:  

Media platforms provide spaces for dialogue among citizens, policy-makers, and 

stakeholders. By hosting debates, talk shows, and discussion forums, the media 

encourages civic participation and dialogue, which are essential for democratic 

consolidation (Emmanuel & Agbo, 2023). 

 

4. Shaping Public Opinion:  

Through framing and agenda-setting, the media influences public perception of political 

issues and leaders. This can galvanize public sentiment towards necessary reforms and 

motivating civic action (Ogunleye, 2020). 

 

5. Digital Media Impact:  

The rise of social media has transformed the media landscape, allowing for real-time 

dissemination of information and direct engagement between citizens and leaders. This 

has been a crucial tool for mobilization, especially among younger demographics who are 

increasingly participating in political discourse (Ibrahim, 2023). 
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Types of media coverage of Political Defection  

1. Breaking News Coverage: 

- Immediate reporting on the defection as it happens.  

- Live updates and real-time commentary. 

2. Analyzing Statements: 

- Evaluation of statements made by the defecting politician and the party from which 

they are leaving. 

- Expert analysis on the implications of these statements. 

3. Interviews and Profiles: 

- Interviews with the defecting politician to gain insights into their motivations. 

- Profiles of the politician to understand their political background and past actions. 

4. Reactions from Political Opponents: 

- Coverage of how rival parties and politicians react to the defection. 

- Analysis of how this may alter political dynamics. 

5. Public Opinion: 

- Polls and surveys assessing public responses to the defection. 

- Social media reactions and commentary from the public. 

6. Political Analysis: 

- Commentary from political analysts on the potential impact of the defection on party 

dynamics and electoral outcomes. 

- Discussion on historical precedents and similar cases. 

7. Editorials and Opinion Pieces: 

- Opinion articles discussing the broader implications of political defections. 

- Perspectives from thought leaders and commentators. 

8. Historical Context: 

- Examination of past defections within the same party or region to provide context. 

- Insights into how previous defections affected political landscapes. 

9. Contextual Reporting: 

- Reporting on the state of the party from which the politician is defecting, including 

internal conflicts or external pressures. 

 Coverage of the political landscape, including upcoming elections and key issues. 
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10. Legal and Ethical Considerations: 

- Exploration of any legal or ethical issues surrounding the defection, such as conflicts of 

interest or campaign financing. 

 

Influence of Media Coverage on Public Perception 

Media plays a crucial role in shaping public perception by framing issues, influencing 

opinions, and setting agendas. The way news is presented can significantly impact how 

audiences understand and relate to various subjects. 

One aspect of media influence is the framing of narratives. According to Entman (2020), 

framing emphasizes certain aspects while downplaying others, shaping the audience's 

interpretation of events. This selective representation can lead to skewed perceptions and 

may affect public attitudes toward issues such as climate change, social justice, and 

political policies. 

Additionally, the rise of social media has transformed how information is disseminated 

and consumed. Research by Guo and Neumann (2021) indicates that social media 

platforms can amplify sensationalized stories, leading to misinformation and heightened 

emotional responses among the public. This amplification can alienate individuals from 

nuanced discussions, causing polarization in societal views. 

Furthermore, media coverage during crises can significantly influence public behavior 

and sentiment. A study by Zhang and Wei (2022) found that during health emergencies, 

such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the nature of media reporting directly impacted public 

compliance with health guidelines. When the media framed the situation as critical and 

urgent, compliance rates increased. 

Media coverage profoundly affects public perception through framing, the dynamics of 

social media, and reporting during crises. Understanding these influences can help 

improve responsible journalism and foster better public understanding of vital issues. 

 

Media's Role in Governance 

The media serves as a critical pillar in governance by acting as a watchdog, facilitating 

transparency, and fostering public engagement. It holds government bodies accountable 

while providing citizens with essential information on policies and political 

developments. 

One significant function of the media in governance is its ability to promote 

transparency. According to Lubbers and Koriakina (2021), media coverage of 

governmental actions is vital for ensuring that citizens are informed about policies and 

decisions that affect their lives. This transparency fosters trust between the government 

and the public and enables informed citizen participation in democratic processes. 
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Furthermore, the media plays a pivotal role in agenda-setting. As described by Golding 

and Edwards (2022), media outlets shape public discourse by highlighting specific issues, 

thereby influencing which topics receive attention from policymakers. This agenda-

setting function can lead to increased focus on critical social issues, compelling 

governments to respond proactively to public concerns. 

The media is indispensable in governance, facilitating transparency and driving public 

discourse. Its role enhances democratic processes and encourages accountability among 

governing bodies. 

 

Challenges and Limitations of Media Coverage on Political Defection 

Media coverage of political defection presents various challenges and limitations that can 

influence public perception and the overall political landscape. Below are some of the 

critical challenges and limitations: 

 

1. Bias and Partisanship:  

Media outlets often exhibit bias in their reporting, influenced by their ownership, 

audience preferences, or political affiliations. This bias can lead to selective coverage of 

defections, portraying the events in a manner that aligns with the outlet's political stance, 

rather than providing a neutral perspective (Graham, 2020). 

 

2. Information Overload and Misinformation:  

The rapid pace of news cycles can result in information overload for audiences. In the 

context of political defections, this can lead to confusion and misinformation as media 

outlets rush to report events without thorough fact-checking (Smith & Jones, 2021). 

Consequently, the public may form opinions based on incomplete or incorrect 

information. 

 

3. Narrative Simplification:  

Media narratives surrounding political defections can become overly simplistic, reducing 

complex political dynamics to binary choices (e.g., traitor vs. loyalist). Such simplification 

can overlook the nuances of political motivations and the context behind defections, 

leading to misunderstandings among the audience (Chadwick, 2022). 

 

4. Focus on Personal Stories over Policy Implications:  

Coverage of defections often emphasizes personal motives or conflicts between politicians 

rather than the broader policy implications of a defection. This focus on individual stories 

may divert attention from the significant shifts in political dynamics and the impact on 

governance (Lee, 2023). 
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5. Short-lived Coverage:  

The media's focus on political defections can be fleeting, especially in a rapidly changing 

news environment. As new stories emerge, significant defections may receive less 

attention over time, limiting the opportunity for in-depth analysis and ongoing public 

discourse (Robinson, 2024). 

 

6. Ethical Concerns:  

The portrayal of political defectors can raise ethical questions, particularly regarding 

sensationalism and the invasion of privacy. Media outlets may prioritize dramatic 

narratives or personal scandals over responsible journalism, potentially harming 

individuals reputations without sufficient justification (Miller & Thomas, 2021). 

 

Summary of Findings: 

Political defection in Nigeria is a recurring phenomenon shaped by the country's dynamic 

political environment. It is often driven by the quest for political relevance, economic 

factors, and personal ambition, rather than ideological commitment. These defections 

can significantly impact the balance of power and governance. The media plays a crucial 

role in informing the public, advocating for accountability, and shaping public opinion 

regarding these political shifts. However, media coverage can be influenced by bias, 

information overload, and oversimplification of complex issues. 

 

Conclusion: 

Political defection in Nigeria reflects the fluid and transactional nature of its politics, 

undermining party stability and fostering political opportunism. The media's coverage of 

these defections is vital for public awareness but faces challenges related to bias, 

accuracy, and ethical considerations. Addressing these issues is essential for promoting a 

more informed and stable political landscape. 

 

Recommendations: 

1.  Enhance Media Transparency and Objectivity:  

Media organizations should enforce strict editorial guidelines to ensure unbiased 

reporting on political defections. This includes disclosing any potential conflicts of 

interest and providing balanced coverage that presents multiple perspectives. Implement 

fact-checking mechanisms to combat misinformation and ensure accurate reporting. 

 

2.  Promote In-depth Political Analysis:  

Encourage media outlets to move beyond surface-level reporting by providing in-depth 

analysis of the underlying causes and implications of political defections. This can include 



Scope 

Volume 16 Number 01 March 2026 

339 www.scope-journal.com 

 

expert commentary, historical context, and detailed policy analysis to help the public 

understand the broader impact of these events. 

 

3.  Strengthen Ethical Standards in Journalism:  

Media professionals should adhere to high ethical standards, avoiding sensationalism and 

respecting the privacy of political figures while still holding them accountable. Develop 

and enforce codes of conduct that prioritize responsible journalism and protect 

individuals' reputations from unsubstantiated claims. 

 

4.  Foster Public Engagement and Media Literacy:  

Implement media literacy programs to educate the public on how to critically evaluate 

media coverage of political events. Encourage active participation in discussions and 

debates to promote a more informed and nuanced understanding of political defections. 

 

5.  Regulate Digital Media to Combat Misinformation:  

Establish regulatory frameworks to address the spread of misinformation and 

disinformation on social media platforms. This includes implementing algorithms to 

detect and flag false content, as well as enforcing penalties for spreading malicious or 

misleading information. 

 

6.  Support Independent Journalism and Investigative Reporting:  

Provide funding and resources for independent media outlets and investigative journalists 

to conduct thorough investigations into political defections and related issues. This can 

help uncover corruption, conflicts of interest, and other unethical practices that 

undermine political stability and governance. 
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