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Abstract: This paper examines the role of religious and moral education in conflict
resolution within Nigerian secondary schools. It highlights how these educational
frameworks foster ethical behaviour, empathy, and mutual respect among students.
The research draws on various studies that illustrate the dual nature of religious
groups. While they can create a sense of community, they may also generate tensions
if inclusive practices are overlooked. Through a review of relevant literature, this paper
underscores the importance of integrating religious and moral education into
curricula to cultivate empathy, tolerance, and respect among students. The findings
emphasise the importance of integrating interfaith dialogues and moral education
programmes into school curricula to enhance conflict resolution skills and cultivate a
culture of non-violence. Furthermore, the paper discusses the impact of these
educational initiatives on developing responsible citizens who can navigate Nigeria's
diverse social landscape. Overall, it underscores the critical need for religious and
moral education as effective tools in promoting harmony and understanding in
secondary school environments.
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Introduction

Religious and moral education is widely regarded as essential in society. This
importance arises from the fact that religious education encompasses the core values
deemed significant within a community, while moral education focuses on the transfer
and cultivation of societal values across generations. In this context, education can be
understood from two perspectives: a broad sense and a technical sense. In the broad
sense, education encompasses any experience that fosters an individual’s intellectual,
moral, and physical development. Conversely, in the technical sense, education refers to
the intentional process through which society transmits its values, skills, and
accumulated knowledge from one generation to the next.

Education is a cornerstone of Nigerian society, playing a pivotal role in shaping
individuals' knowledge, skills, and attitudes toward societal development (Adewuyi,
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2024). It encompasses formal, informal, and non-formal processes designed to facilitate
learning and foster holistic development among citizens. However, Nigeria faces
numerous challenges that threaten peace and harmony, including poverty,
unemployment, political instability, and religious extremism. These factors contribute to
social unrest and conflict, exacerbating tensions and divisions within different segments
of the population (Suleiman, 2019). The politicization of religion and the use of religious
identity for political gain have further polarized communities, leading to increased
interreligious and interethnic tensions (Muhammad, 2021). To address these challenges, it
is crucial to prioritize conflict resolution and social cohesion efforts within Nigerian
society. This requires a comprehensive approach that includes educational reforms,
community engagement, and interfaith dialogue initiatives (Adams et al., 2023).

Religious and moral education has historically shaped the values, beliefs, and
behaviors of individuals. In recent years, the world has seen a rise in conflicts, both
domestically and internationally, often rooted in religious, ethnic, or ideological
differences. Therefore, exploring the role of religious and moral education in promoting
peace, tolerance, and understanding is imperative. Key factors that contribute to peace
and harmony in Nigerian society include social cohesion, equitable governance, interfaith
dialogue, and respect for human rights (Ibrahim, 2023). Together, these elements create
an enabling environment for peaceful coexistence and collective prosperity. For instance,
in the context of Islamic education, teachings emphasize principles of justice,
compassion, and forgiveness, which are fundamental to fostering harmony and
reconciliation among individuals and communities (Adatula, 2022). Religious and moral
education serves as a vehicle for promoting these values, instilling a sense of moral
responsibility and social accountability among adherents (Ajayi, 2021). By imparting
knowledge of religious teachings and ethics, religious and moral education contributes to
cultivating virtuous individuals committed to upholding peace and harmony in their
interactions with others (Adeniran, 2022).

Concept and Historical Context of Religious and Moral Education in Nigeria
Religion and morality are fundamentally intertwined. Religion underscores the
significance of morality, serving as the foundation upon which moral principles are built.
It acts as a powerful advocate for values such as fairness and honesty, fostering a sense of
care within society. In Islam, religion encompasses all actions performed to please the
Almighty Creator and to treat fellow human beings with respect, as taught in the Glorious
Qur’an and Hadith. Similarly, Christianity involves a belief system rooted in the teachings
of Jesus Christ, viewing Him as the Saviour, as illustrated in the Bible (Abdur-Rafiu et al.
2024). The central theme connecting various perspectives on religion is faith and belief in
a supernatural being, thus relating closely to spirituality. Consequently, religious

1783 | www.scope-journal.com



Scope
Volume 15 Number o1 March 2025

education can be understood as the process of transmitting religious principles, practices,
and values from one generation to the next.

Religion and moral education are intertwined domains that aim to shape
individuals' values, beliefs, and behaviors, particularly concerning notions of right and
wrong, ethical conduct, and interpersonal relationships. In diverse societies such as
Nigeria, both play crucial roles in promoting social cohesion, ethical behavior, and
peaceful coexistence (Onuoha, 2022; Olufemi & Adeoye, 2021).Religion serves as a system
of beliefs, values, and practices centered on the worship of a deity or deities, often
emphasizing morality and spirituality. It acts as a cultural and social institution that
provides answers to existential questions, imparts a sense of purpose, and offers a
framework for moral decision-making (Akinwale, 2021). By integrating religious principles
into moral education, individuals are better equipped to navigate ethical dilemmas and
foster harmonious relationships within their communities.

Religious and Moral Education (RME) in Nigeria has evolved significantly over the
years, influenced by a variety of historical, cultural, and socio-political factors. The roots
of religious education in Nigeria can be traced back to pre-colonial times when traditional
African religions played a central role in the moral and spiritual upbringing of
communities. Each ethnic group had its own beliefs, practices, and educational systems
that emphasized moral values and social cohesion (Bako, 2020). With the advent of
colonial rule in the 19th century, Western education was introduced, which included
Christian religious instruction, particularly in schools established by missionary societies
(Fafunwa, 1974).The colonial education system prioritized literacy and vocational training
while often sidelining indigenous religious practices. This led to a dual educational
system where Western education and traditional religious education coexisted, creating a
complex dynamic in the moral education of Nigerian students (Ogunsanya, 2021).

Following Nigeria's independence in 1960, there was a renewed interest in
integrating indigenous values into the educational curriculum. The 1977 National Policy
on Education emphasized the need for moral education, recognizing the role of religion
in promoting societal values and ethical behaviour (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1977).
This policy laid the groundwork for the establishment of RME as a formal subject in
Nigerian schools, aiming to foster moral values alongside academic education. In the
subsequent decades, various reforms were introduced to further enhance RME. The
introduction of the 1981 Curriculum Review and the 1998 Policy on Education sought to
reinforce the importance of moral and religious education in combating societal issues
such as corruption and social disintegration (Oduyoye, 2019).

However, these reforms faced challenges, including a lack of trained teachers and
inadequate resources. In contemporary Nigeria, RME continues to be a contentious issue,
particularly in the context of Nigeria’s diverse religious landscape, which includes
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Christianity, Islam, and indigenous beliefs. The 2004 National Policy on Education
reiterated the importance of RME but also highlighted the need for a balanced approach
that respects the pluralistic nature of Nigerian society (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004).

Recent studies have shown that RME remains pivotal in addressing moral
decadence among the youth. For instance, a study by Adetula (2022) emphasized that
effective RME could significantly reduce issues such as drug abuse, teenage pregnancy,
and corruption. The integration of technology in RME has also been explored, with
educational platforms promoting moral teachings through digital means (Ibrahim &
Mohammed, 2023).Despite its significance, RME in Nigeria faces numerous challenges,
including inadequate funding, a lack of qualified teachers, and the politicization of
religious education. Moreover, the increasing influence of secularism and global cultural
dynamics poses a threat to the traditional values that RME seeks to promote (Okeke,
2021).

To enhance the effectiveness of RME, scholars advocate for a more inclusive
curriculum that accommodates the diverse religious beliefs of students while fostering
interfaith dialogue (Sulaiman, 2023). Additionally, community involvement and
partnerships with religious organizations could strengthen RME programmes and
promote a more holistic approach to moral education. As Nigeria continues to grapple
with moral and ethical issues, the role of RME remains crucial in shaping the values and
character of future generations.

Models of Conflict Resolution and their Integration into Educational Curricula

Conflict resolution is a crucial skill in today's increasingly diverse and complex
world. The integration of conflict resolution models into educational curricula is vital for
equipping students with the necessary tools to navigate interpersonal disputes and
societal challenges. Several models of conflict resolution have been developed, each
offering unique strategies and perspectives:

1. Interest-Based Relational (IBR) Approach: This model emphasises
understanding the interests behind positions in conflict situations. Fisher and Ury
(1981) advocate for separating people from the problem and focusing on mutual
interests to foster collaboration and resolve disputes effectively.

2. Transformative Mediation: This model seeks to change the dynamics of
relationships by promoting understanding and empathy between conflicting
parties. It emphasises the empowerment of individuals to take responsibility for
their situations, as outlined by Bush and Folger (2005). Transformative mediation
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encourages parties to engage in meaningful dialogue, leading to lasting resolution
and relationship improvement.

Restorative Justice: Originating from the criminal justice system, restorative
justice focuses on repairing harm and restoring relationships rather than merely
punishing offenders. Zehr (2002) highlights how this model can be applied in
educational settings to address conflicts by involving all stakeholders in the
resolution process, fostering a sense of community and accountability.

Collaborative Problem-Solving: This approach involves parties working together
to identify solutions that meet their needs. Fisher, Ury, and Patton (2011) stress the
importance of brainstorming and creative thinking in generating options for
mutual gain, making it a valuable framework for resolving conflicts in classrooms
and beyond.

The dimensions of integrating conflict resolution models into educational

curricula include:

1.

Curriculum Design: Educators are increasingly incorporating conflict resolution
education into social studies, citizenship education, and life skills curricula. For
instance, the "Teaching for Understanding”" framework emphasizes the
development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills that are integral to
conflict resolution (Wiske, 1998).

Training Programmes: Schools are implementing training programs for both
teachers and students to equip them with conflict resolution skills. Programs like
Peer Mediation, where trained students help their peers resolve disputes, have
shown positive outcomes in reducing conflicts and promoting a peaceful school
environment (Shallcross et al., 2022).

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL): The integration of SEL into curricula aligns
closely with conflict resolution education. CASEL (2020) emphasizes the
importance of teaching self-awareness, self-management, social awareness,
relationship skills, and responsible decision-making, all of which contribute to
effective conflict resolution.

International Examples: Countries such as Norway and Canada have successfully

integrated conflict resolution education into their national curricula. In Norway,
the "Learning to Live Together" initiative aims to foster social cohesion and
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understanding among students from diverse backgrounds (Tjeldvoll, 2019).
Similarly, Canadian provinces have implemented programs that focus on
restorative justice and conflict resolution as essential components of their
educational systems (Weber, 2021).

Conflict resolution education is effective in schools. According to Johnson and
Johnson (2023), cooperative learning strategies can improve students' social skills and
reduce conflict. Similarly, O'Donnell and Brehm (2012) found that conflict resolution
programs can lead to a decrease in school violence and bullying. The integration of
conflict resolution models into educational curricula is essential for fostering a culture of
peace and understanding among students. By equipping young people with the skills to
navigate conflicts effectively, educational institutions can contribute to building more
harmonious communities.

Conflict Resolution from Religious and Moral Education Perspectives

Conflict resolution is a critical skill that can be enhanced through the principles
found in religious and moral education. In Islam, education emphasises moral values,
community cohesion, and justice, providing a comprehensive framework for
understanding and resolving conflicts. Islam promotes peace as a fundamental principle.
The Qur'an frequently calls for reconciliation and peaceful resolution of disputes. For
instance, Surah Al-Hujurat (49:10) states, “The believers are but brothers, so make
settlement between your brothers.” This verse highlights the importance of maintaining
harmonious relationships and resolving conflicts amicably. Also, the Qur’an encourages
believers to forgive others, stating in Surah Al-A'raf (7:199), “Show forgiveness, enjoin
what is good, and turn away from the ignorant.” This principle fosters a culture of
understanding and compassion, essential for resolving conflicts. In conflict situations, it is
crucial to ensure that all parties are treated fairly. The Qur'an emphasizes the importance
of justice in Surah An-Nisa (4:135), instructing believers to “be persistently standing firm
in justice, witnesses in favor of Allah.” This principle guides individuals to approach
conflicts with impartiality and fairness. Another Islamic principle that can bring about
conflict resolution is the concept of Shura, or mutual consultation which is integral to
I[slamic decision-making. In conflict resolution, engaging in Shura allows parties to
discuss their issues openly, seeking collective solutions. The Qur'an encourages
consultation in Surah Ash-Shura (42:38), emphasizing the importance of collaborative
problem-solving. In addition, Islamic teachings emphasise the significance of community
and the bonds of brotherhood among Muslims. This perspective encourages individuals
to prioritise communal harmony over personal grievances, fostering a sense of
responsibility to resolve conflicts for the greater good of the community.
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Furthermore, within the purview of Christian religious education, conflict
resolution is deeply rooted in biblical teachings and Christian values. The principles of
love, forgiveness, reconciliation, and justice found in Christianity offer powerful tools for
addressing conflicts Forgiveness is a fundamental tenet of Christianity. Jesus teaches the
importance of forgiving others, as seen in Matthew 6:14-15, where He states that
forgiveness from God is contingent upon one’s willingness to forgive others. This
principle encourages individuals to let go of grudges and seek reconciliation in conflicts.
Also, the concept of reconciliation is vital in Christian teachings. Paul emphasizes the
ministry of reconciliation in 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, stating that God has entrusted
believers with the message of reconciliation. This teaching promotes the idea that conflict
resolution is not merely about settling disputes but restoring relationships and fostering
harmony. Christians are described as peacemakers, as highlighted in Matthew 5:9, which
states, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” This principle
encourages individuals to actively pursue peaceful resolutions and work towards harmony
in their communities. The Bible underscores the importance of justice in resolving
conflicts. Proverbs 21:15 states, “When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but
terror to evildoers.” This emphasis on justice guides individuals to ensure that resolutions
are fair and equitable for all parties involved.

Moral education, closely aligned with character education, focuses on the ethical
dimensions of individuals and society, shaping how standards of right and wrong are
developed (Adeniran, 2018). Moral education focuses on developing students' ethical
reasoning and decision-making skills. Programmes that teach moral reasoning emphasise
the importance of considering the consequences of one’s actions and the perspectives of
others (Kohlberg, 1981). This approach equips individuals with the ability to analyze
conflicts critically and develop solutions that uphold justice and fairness. Effective
conflict resolution requires a high level of empathy and emotional intelligence. Moral
education fosters these qualities by encouraging students to understand the feelings and
viewpoints of others, which is crucial in de-escalating conflicts and facilitating dialogue.
Empathy allows individuals to connect with others on a human level, making it easier to
resolve disputes amicably (Goleman, 1995).Moral education often incorporates restorative
practices, which focus on repairing harm and restoring relationships rather than merely
punishing wrongdoing. This approach aligns with both religious teachings and moral
education principles, emphasizing accountability, understanding, and the healing of
relationships. Restorative circles, for instance, encourage open dialogue among those
affected by conflict, fostering a sense of community and support (Zehr, 2002).

Moral education is the process of teaching individuals, particularly children and
young adults, about moral values and ethical principles. It aims to cultivate character and
moral reasoning, enabling individuals to discern between right and wrong (Adeniran,
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2022). Moral education often incorporates lessons on respect, empathy, integrity,
responsibility, and fairness, fostering an understanding of the impact of one's actions on
others and society (Olufemi & Adeoye, 2021). It can be imparted through formal
education systems, such as schools and universities, as well as informal channels like
family teachings, mentorship, and community programs (Onuoha, 2022). Through
activities like discussions, role-playing, and community service, moral education can be
made practical and relatable. A strong foundation in moral education is vital for
developing responsible citizens who contribute positively to society by reducing crime,
corruption, and social vices, while promoting social justice and human rights (Akinwale,
2021).

By instilling core moral values such as honesty, responsibility, and care, moral
education plays a vital role in cultivating individuals who are not only self-disciplined but
also capable of engaging in effective conflict resolution. Instead of merely teaching moral
principles, moral education instils values that guide individuals in their interactions,
ultimately contributing to a more harmonious society. These experiences help in
appreciating diverse perspectives, which is essential in resolving conflicts constructively.
The integration of religious and moral education perspectives into conflict resolution
strategies can enhance effectiveness in various settings, including schools, communities,
and families.

Numerous studies have underscored the importance and effectiveness of religious
and moral education in conflict resolution, peace-building, and fostering unity in schools.
For instance, Onuoha (2016) examined the influence of religious institutions on peace and
security in Nigerian universities, revealing that while religious groups can promote
community, they may also create tension if they exclude or disrespect other beliefs. The
study recommended regular interfaith dialogues to enhance understanding and
cooperation. Similarly, Umar (2017) found that religious student associations at Ahmadu
Bello University engaged in community service helped reduce hostility and foster
solidarity among students. Ibrahim (2018) focused on de-radicalization programs in
northern universities, demonstrating that initiatives promoting critical thinking and
inclusivity successfully reintegrated radicalized students and prevented extremist
ideologies.

Adeniran (2018) highlighted that moral education programs significantly improved
students' conflict resolution skills and empathy, emphasizing their role in cultivating
non-violence on campus. Olufemi and Adeoye (2019) found that students who received
moral education training were more likely to resolve disputes peacefully, reducing
campus violence. Lastly, Ogunwale (2020) studied interfaith dialogue at the University of
Ibadan, finding it effective in diminishing religious tensions and promoting mutual
respect. Ajayi (2021) emphasized the need for balanced religious teachings to counter
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radicalization, with students exposed to peaceful interpretations of their faith being less
sympathetic to extremist ideologies. Collectively, these studies highlight the critical role
of religious and moral education in promoting harmony and conflict resolution within
educational settings.

Conclusion and Suggestions

The interplay between religion and moral education plays a crucial role in shaping
the ethical framework of Nigerian society, particularly within tertiary institutions. These
two elements are essential for enhancing conflict resolution and fostering a culture of
understanding and respect among diverse groups. Religion provides a foundational
context for moral education, offering students a framework of values and principles that
guide their behavior and decision-making. By incorporating religious teachings into the
curriculum, schools can help students develop a deeper understanding of ethical concepts
and their implications in real-life situations. This holistic approach enables students to
reflect on their beliefs and values while considering the perspectives of others, which is
vital for effective conflict resolution.

Moreover, moral education equips students with the skills necessary to navigate
the complexities of social interactions and conflicts that arise in a diverse society like
Nigeria. By focusing on core values such as empathy, responsibility, and integrity, schools
can nurture a generation of individuals who are not only aware of their rights and
responsibilities but also capable of engaging in constructive dialogue and finding peaceful
solutions to disputes. Integrating these elements into the educational framework is
particularly important in Nigeria, where social tensions and conflicts can arise from
religious and ethnic differences. By promoting interfaith dialogue and understanding,
educational institutions can serve as platforms for peace-building and social cohesion.
Furthermore, this integration can empower students to become active agents of change in
their communities, advocating for justice and reconciliation. In conclusion, by
prioritizing the integration of religious teachings and moral education in Nigerian
secondary schools, educators can cultivate responsible and empathetic citizens who are
well-equipped to navigate the complexities of Nigeria's social landscape. This approach
not only prepares students for personal and professional success but also contributes to a
more harmonious and just society. Through the synergy of religion and moral education,
we can build a foundation for lasting peace and understanding in Nigeria. The followings
are suggested strategies for effective integration of conflict resolution into the education
curricula:

1. Curricular Approaches: Educational programmes can incorporate teachings from
various religious traditions alongside moral education to provide a comprehensive
understanding of conflict and resolution. This dual approach helps students
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appreciate diverse perspectives and develop a well-rounded skill set for addressing
conflicts.

Community Engagement: Faith-based organizations often play a significant role
in community conflict resolution. By leveraging religious teachings that promote
peace and reconciliation, these organizations can facilitate dialogue and healing in
communities experiencing disputes. Engaging youth in these initiatives through
service learning can further reinforce the principles learned in both religious and
moral education contexts.

Promotion of Tolerance and Understanding: Teaching students about different
religious and moral perspectives can promote tolerance and understanding,
reducing prejudice and conflict. This education can lead to more harmonious
interactions among diverse groups, equipping individuals with the skills to manage
and resolve conflicts constructively.
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